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Impact of Using Educational Software in the Learning of Arabic on
the Achievement of the First Graders in Nablus Governorate Schools
By
Nedaa Abedelrahim Dar Saleh
Advisors
Dr. Ali Zuhdi Shaqour
Dr. AbedlKhaliq Issa

Abstract

This study sought to find out the effect of using educational software
programs in the teaching of the Arabic language on the achievement of the
first graders in Nablus Governorate schools. To this end, the researcher

used the quasi experimental method.

To test the hypotheses of the study, an instrument was administered
to an intentional sample of 313 male and female students in the first grade
attending three types of schools: public, private and UNRWA. The
instrument was administered to the subjects of the study in the academic

year 2009/2010.

The subjects were distributed into two groups. The first one,
experimental, learned by using computerized lessons. This group had 155
male and female students. The other group, control, learned the Arabic

lessons in the traditional way. The group had 158 students of both sexes.

This study instrument (achievement test) was developed after study
of the Second Unit "Green Palestine" in the first grader's textbook. The test
was prepared in harmony with the objectives of this study and it measured
different mental abilities according to Bloom's taxonomy of educational

objectives cognitive domain.
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The researcher tested both the wvalidity and reliability of the
instrument. The latter's value was found to be 0.82. These were reliable as

well as appropriate and acceptable coefficients.

After collection of the subjects’ responses, they were encoded and
fed into the computer. Then they were statistically processed using SPSS
and appropriate statistical processes. The statistical analysis revealed the

following findings at o= 0.05.

e [t was found that there were no statistically significant differences at o =
0.05 in the achievement of the first graders, which might be attributed to

type of the group and sex, on the pretest in all the study groups.

e However, it was found that there were statistically significant differences
at a= 0.05 in the achievement of the first graders, which might be
attributed to type of school, on the posttest in all the study groups and in
favor of the private school graders, the UNRWA schools and the public

schools respectively.

e [t was also found that there were statistically significant differences at o =
0.05 in the achievement of the first graders, in the learning Arabic
language, on the posttest which might be attributed to the type of the group

in each school of the sample.

e Achievements were in favor of the experimental group in all the sample's
schools except Es-Salam Primary School for Boys. The marks of the first
graders in the experimental group were not different from the marks of

those in the control group in the posttest.
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e There were also statistically significant differences at = 0.05 in the
achievement of the first graders, in the learning of Arabic, between the

experimental groups in the post- and pretests in favor of the posttest.

e Finally, it was found that there were statistically significant differences at
a=0.05 in the achievement of the first graders, in the learning of Arabic,
between the control groups and the experimental group on the pretest in

favor of the latter.

In the light of the study findings, the researcher recommends the use
of educational software programs and other new technologies to improve
the output of the educational process. She also suggests conducting further
research on the use of educational software modules in other governorates

and in other basic disciplines such as English, math and science.
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